Li Po Chun United World College English Camp Students’Reflections (mostly unedited)

See which 3 reflections will get the prizes for the Peace T-shirts given by the camp organizers. Read on till the last page for the winners’ list.

F.2

From 2A(13) Tong Wai Pong

 I have spent half of a day to go to LPC on Tuesday, but I have no regret!!

   I’ve learnt lots of things there, like how to solve conflicts, how to get a concession point. Although I’m only in F.2, through those “brothers and sister’s” explanations and teachings, I knew what’s conflicts and why there are conflicts between nation (because of their traditions) and then they lead wars etc. 

   Those ‘brothers and sisters’ are very kind and friendly (except the labeling game), and they always talked with us to know things about me. They talked in English, so they also practised my English, made me feel more confident when I chat with foreigners.

   Until now, I am still thinking of what was happening that day!! It was really fun!! And I can still remember some of the “brothers and sister’s” features, short but curvy hair, short beard, long golden hair, black and white T-shirt…… If I have a chance like this again, I will not miss it!!

F.3

From 3A(8) Kung Hang Chi

After the Li Po Chun College English Camp, I feel honored that I can join this English camp, to experience other cultures and learn some conflict management skills. Talking with the guides in this College has helped me to improve my English speaking skills, and also given me courage to speak English. In this camp, the guides also taught us to solve the conflict, whatever they are between friends, family members, or even between countries. Then they used some interesting methods to teach us these things, like playing games and telling stories. If I a chance, I will join this camp again.

From 3A(30) Lee Hiu Yu

On Feb 2, I went to Li Po Chun United World College with other 46 TST students. We participated in the day camp.
   On that day, we played many games including labeling game, XY game, the discussion of princess story and the bafa bafa game. All of the games were really fun. We enjoyed ourselves very much. In my opinion, the labeling game was the most interesting game. The students there gave each of us a label that we couldn’t see, and then we treated the people as their label’s features. I haven’t played this game before. I think this game was very meaningful. We could learn so much through the game. And also, the bafa bafa game was fascinating. We learnt different cultures. I was in the alpha group. I love the culture in my group. I think the people in alpha culture are very nice and enthusiastic.

We enjoyed the day camp very much. If I have a chance, I’d like to go to the day camp once again.

From 3B (2) Chan Ka Kin
On Feb 2, 2008, a couple of my friends and I participated in a day camp at Li Po Chun United World College. It was an English Camp themed on Conflict Management. When I arrived there, I was amazed by the spacious campus and glad to meet our former principal Mr Tong (who is now the Chairman of the School Board of LPC College.) 

After the solemn Opening Ceremony, we had the Conflict Management Lecture. Then we played several exciting games. Those games were entertaining and time flew quickly. It was time for lunch! I had a nice meal there. The food was so tasty and delicious! After the lunch, there were more games and we had the evaluation.

     I sincerely believe that this is a wonderful experience to learn how to deal with the conflict in our daily lives, it helps me cultivate a more positive outlook on life and broaden my horizons. Moreover, this activity has widened my social circle, since I had made many new friends in the day camp with my fellow schoolmates as well as the LPC students. 
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From 3B (4) Choi Chun Him

On 2nd February, the teachers of the Careers Team brought us to Li Po Chun United World College to have a visit.
    Several students of the college acted as our tutors.  They first took us to travel around the college.  Then we started our programme.
    The topic of this day camp is ‘Initiative for Peace’.  After a talk about conflict management, we had a series of activities and games.

     I think this day camp was very educational since we have learnt about conflict management which can be applied in our daily life to help us solve the problems among humans.

    Although there is still room for improvement in the day camp, I appreciate the tutors’ performance as they have tried their best.

    I am also grateful for their effort to help us realize the importance of peace.  I hope we will have a chance to visit the college again in the future.

From 3B(16) Wong Kar Shing

On 2nd of February, I went to the English Conflict Management Day Camp (Initiative For Peace Team) organized by LPCUWC. The leading LPC students were friendly and I had had a great time there. The aim of the camp is learning through cultural exchange and learning how to manage conflicts through a series of games. The game I liked most is XY game. Participant of the game were divided into two groups and stayed in two different classrooms. One of the students in each team was chosen to be a negotiator and he/she was responsible to transmit massages. The teammates were required to decide whether they wanted XX, XY or YY. Points were given according to the response of the opposite group and the bonus counting table. The game helped me understand that many conflict started with mistrust and miscommunication. Troubles are easily caused at this stage. Two groups of people (or two nations) will then be discontent with each other. Most of the people did not act at this stage but some do. This is how a conflict begins. It is quite difficult to manage conflicts because many of them are caused by ‘the nature of human’, as the LPC students said. Getting more benefits for oneself is a common goal of human and mistrusting is a way of self-protection in order to prevent losing benefits. The only way to achieve peace is to push down barriers (includes gender, religion, nation, race, etc) between the people. In order to obtain peace, everyone should be involved and try to trust each other. We also have to try our best to persuade the others. If everyone in the world can do like this, peace will eventually come.

From 3B(20) Cheng Ka Wai

On 2nd February,2008.I joined the Li Po Chun United World College English Camp which is about how to solve conflict. The college is on the mountain and is full of trees. During the camping, we played many games. I think the most unforgettable game is ba-fa game. The students needed to divide into two nations---Alpha and Beta.

I am Beta. Our work is trade the cards with others but we only could say ba.fa. I also have a chance to visit another nation But when I went inside, they ordered me to leave the room It made me feel embarrassed. After this game, I have learnt nations have their own rule. As a visitor, we should obey it and try to accept it. And between two nations, there are also conflicts. We should use our brain to solve it but not use violence. After this camp, I have more concepts about this college. Moreover, I can try to speak more English and the students there are very nice.

    Finally, I think this camp is a meaningful and interesting camp.

From 3B(30) Tang Lok Yan

     The day camp to LPC is a precious experience for me as there is a chance to communicate with students from different nations. But the most important thing is to learn about how to solve conflicts between different cultures. The lecture helped me know about the root causes of conflicts and the discussion of the princess’s story made me deeply think of the real meaning of communication. It showed that if there is a lack of communications, conflicts may be caused as there are misunderstandings and mistrust. It is really a precious experience and I should cherish the chance and learn by heart of what I have in this camp.

From 3B(37) Yeung Wing King

I think that the camp can really improve our spoken English, or at least encourage us to speak more in English. Also, it provided me an opportunity to make more friends and to learn about how to solve conflicts better.

I like the XY game since it is exciting. But besides that, I learn that there should be a balance between two powers. We cannot always just consider to "win-over", instead we should maintain the balance between in order to keep peace.
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From 3C (14) Ng Ping Sum Benson 

I was invited to Li Po Chun College for a visit during 2nd February. We took the coach and arrived the campus at around ten o’clock. Afterwards, we quickly had a talk  about negotiation, and it also mentioned how to be a good negotiator, how to negotiate effectively. Then, we were divided into groups and we prepared for the “X Y” game. It is about the combination of X and Y. Next, we had lunch at the canteen. The hamburger was so delicious that I still remember the juicy steak and the fresh vegetables.

In the afternoon, we played another kind of game. It is about two countries who don’t know each other. We were separated into two countries and tried to portray them. Then, two of other group came to our group each time. They watched and listened carefully. After that, they went back to their own group and presented what they had searched for.

I think the “XY?” is a great game because you can find how deceitful the enemies are! We can cheat each other by not telling them the truth. Besides, the game makes me know how important negotiation and communication is. It benefits yourself if your negotiation is effective and let the others trust you. If they do, you can win easily because you can control the result of the game by communication and negotiation.

Overall, the idea of visiting to the other campus is so good that we can widen our horizons and get to know all walks of life. If you haven’t try jumping into another campus, quickly grab a chance! It’s easy, it’s fun, it’s worth it!
From 3C (35) Wong Cheuk Yan

    On the 2nd February, I went to Li Po Chun United World College with my friends and enjoyed a fabulous English day camp. It truly was an unforgettable trip. It raised my interest in the college, and I kind of want to enter this college too!


I was really excited about the camp that day, so I went back to school very early. I had had high expectations about the camp, and after the camp, I knew that I was right. The college was really absolutely great! The students there that lead the camp were very friendly and funny, I totally enjoyed being with them. They told us a lot about the college, and also helped us a lot with the games that we played. I especially remembered Winter and Vivian. They were the students that led my group.


We played a lot of different games, and a lot of them were about conflict solving. For example, the XY game, the labeling game, and the culture game. I especially remembered the labeling game because it’s really funny. We each had a piece of paper stuck on our foreheads, and the adjective on those pieces of paper represented our character. Then we had to discuss something, and at that time our topic was to discuss where to go for a trip. I remembered that when I had my paper stuck on my forehead and everyone laughed, and they asked me to use my brain, I’d already guessed what the word on my paper was. It ought to be either ‘stupid’ or ‘idiot’. Then the other teammates’ words were funnier. One was ‘liar’ and one was ‘terrorist’. At last when we had our sharing about the game, we took off our label and I found that mine was really ‘stupid’.


After this day camp, I knew more about LPC United World College and some conflict solving methods as well. I hope I’ll have the chance to join this kind of English day camp in the future, and also the chance to go to LPC. I missed their food!

F.4

From 4B(19) Cheung Ming Chui

‘Fun’ and ‘meaningful’. These are the words I would like to describe the camp—namely English Conflict Management Day Camp—we approximately 40 TST students joined on 1st February.

The camp, obviously, was about conflict management. There’re conflicts everywhere—between you and me, among countries, and over the world. So why are there conflicts? Our former principal Mr Tong pointed out, ‘ If there’s no you and me, your school and my school, your country and my country, there will be no conflicts, then a world free from violence can be achieved.’
To fulfill this seeming impossible dream, LPC students held this campaign to boost participants’ (we future generations’) conflict management techniques through playing games, which is more preferable, other than talking about theories. There are 3 games in total, including Labeling Game, XY Game and Bafa Bafa Game. Among the three, I like Bafa Bafa Game the most while XY Game is the most meaningful.

In XY Game, the participants undertook a series of transactions in groups. In a series of eight transactions between different groups, the objective was to do the best that you can to develop a high level of benefit from the transactions. It was an interesting game. It conveyed many important messages:

· First, it proved that men are born to complete with each other. During the game, both two groups struggled to gain as more points as they could while they had never thought of cooperating with each other to gain the maximum benefits.

· Second, negotiation should be built on trust. During the negotiation, there was mistrust between the two sides and finally, we betrayed each other. In this case, negotiation seemed to be useless and meaningless.

· As the game had finished, our group had lower marks than that of the other. Our group members were really frustrated. But, is higher score better? What if the score represents the number of deaths? 

Other than these benefits, the programme also broadened my horizons. People with different colors of skin, black, white and yellow, can be found in LPC. Through chatting with them, I know more about the world.

And, of course, my English is enhanced. You may ask why. That’s because there was no room for us to speak Cantonese as students there only spoke English. That is, we only had 2 choices—speak English if we want to communicate with them, or else, shut our mouths. And so, there’s no doubt that our English standards are improved and I’m sure that I will be confident to chat with foreigners in the future.

Remarks:

The lunch in LPC is absolutely gorgeous. Try it if you have chance.

From 4B(27) Lam Hiu Man

Walking into Lee Po Chun College, I was amazed by the glorious and splendid campus, especially the big big swimming pool! I‘ve gained lots of benefits and learned a great many lessons from this camp about the ways to solve conflicts and how to negotiate with the others. Moreover, I met a rich group of people from different parts of world and thus can enhance my oral skill in English through joining the games and talking with the foreigners .For example, the game ‘princess’ encouraged us to speak a lot and to discuss a lot to find out who is responsible for the death of the princess .Although the discussion couldn’t come to an end , I learned the importance of listening to others and how to give out suitable response. It is an unforgettable and fantastic experience for me and I hope I ‘ve got another chance to participate in this same kind of activity.

From 4B (28) Helen Fong

Speaking in English is not that hard.  When you see everyone around you trying to communicate in English, you find yourself affected by the atmosphere as well.  Through participating in this day camp, I got the chance to know more about conflicts between countries, human nature and how to negotiate with others.  The organizers of this day camp prepared a lot of meaningful activities to convey worth-learning messages to us.  The most unforgettable game was the “Labeling Game”.  It showed how unfair people are when they try to judge a person’s character only by the first impression they get.  It reminds me to observe and be neutral before drawing a conclusion.  It’s important for everyone to develop a habit of listening to the others.

From 4B(39) Wong Ka Lee
If you are asked to define what conflict is, you could say that it is the fighting between people with opposing opinions and principles. We always see people wishing for world peace. But everyone on this planet has his own thoughts and beliefs, making conflicts somehow inevitable. How can the world be peaceful when we’re all surrounded by conflicts between nations, races, societies, neighbourhoods and families? However, after joining the Conflict Management Camp at the Li Po Chun United World College, I have faith again in the harmony of all the people in the world.

      The games I played in the Camp helped me understand how to minimize or even idealistically, eliminate conflicts. Through the XY Game, I have learnt that trust is much more important than we think it is. It actually helps people who are co-operating to finish a job to achieve success. The discussion of the Princess Story revealed that there is always more than one person to be blamed when something bad happens. But what lead to the tragedy are the conflicts between those involved in the incident. In the Bafa Bafa Game, I experienced living in a whole new society in which new language was used and unique manners were present.
      In all the games, Labelling Game was the one that inspires me most. Each participant is given a label which they cannot see. Everyone should be treated by the group as they are labelled. Within a short period of discussion, the participants have to guess what they are labelled as. I was unfortunately labelled as “loser” in the game and I was treated like one during the discussion. I could not guess what my label exactly was, but I knew it was definitely something bad and hateful. Even though the discussion only lasted for 15 minutes, but I already felt bad enough as the “loser”. My group mates did not really want to hear my opinions and I felt disrespected. Ironically, Harry, who was labelled as “cool”, sat beside me in the game. Everyone agreed with his opinions and praised him for giving cool ideas even when those ideas were not really good. In the short 15 minutes of the game, I realized that what was happening in the game actually is the reality. We often label people by what we have heard of them or our prejudiced thoughts about them. But in most cases, we do not really understand them and they are usually being treated unfairly by us. And this suddenly struck me that I too put labels on others. There are some people who are treated unjustly by me just because of something bad I have heard of about them. After playing the Labelling Game, I was awakened that I must get rid of this habit of labelling people who I do not truly understand. And only in that way I could get to know them better and reduce having conflicts with them.
From 4C (29) Ho Wing Yan

In the day camp organized by Li Po Chun United World College, we played lots of games and through these games, I have learnt a lot of ideas about conflict management. I think the game that impressed me most is XY game. In this game, there are eight transactions, the two groups may get benefits only if their choices fit the game. We always need to guess what the other group may choose in other to get more benefits than them. In two of the transactions, we had a chance to talk to our enemy to know what their choice was. However, another problem came, we didn’t know if we should trust our enemy. In the first time, we didn’t trust each other so we both got benefits. In the other time, we trusted each other, however our group lost and we felt desperate. From this game, we’ve learnt how to make choices in order to get the most benefit. On the other hand, we think it is hard to know what others are thinking.

From 4E(27) Au Tsz Nok

    I found this camp rewarding since it benefited me in many ways. Apart from enhancing my oral English, it helps widen my horizon through cultural interaction with the international students of LPC United World College. This reminds us that we’re all global citizens, therefore, we should all make an effort to cooperate with each other in spite of having different cultures and try our best to strike for peace among nations. In addition, the activities organised in the camp boosted my conflict management techniques.

To me, the labelling game was the most interesting one. Each participant was given a label that we couldn’t see, e.g. arrogant, gross. The group must then treat each other as we were labelled respectively during an informal discussion. It was indeed quite funny. Through this game, we learnt to recognise the invisible labels that people are given that can help or hinder them everyday. I believe that this applies to some real life situations, such as one having meetings and discussions with others, or it may even be conferences among different countries. One important message conveyed by the game is that we should neither label nor judge others before we know them very well as this ruins the whole discussion. Consequently, much less ideas can be contributed. More than that, tension may increase among the members and they can never reach a consensus. That leads to a conflict. 

In fact, the last game --- Bafa Bafa Game, inspires me the most. During the game, we were broken up into two different ‘cultures’, namely the Alpha Culture and the Beta Culture. Each group was immersed in their new culture, learning the language, customs, and rules. I belonged to the Beta Culture, in which people trade with cards in different colours and different numbers at the corner. We exchange cards with each other until we get pairs of cards in the same colour which numbers at the corner can be arranged from 1-7 in sequence. In our ‘country’, people don’t really communicate well, we just simply speak in our special ‘Bafa’ language in order to trade and get what we want for a living. When I was chosen to try and integrate into the other foreign culture --- Alpha Culture, I found that I was then in a completely different world as things there were never the same like my own culture. The atmosphere there was much warmer. People from the Alpha Culture were quite friendly and they were comparatively more caring. It felt like paradise for me. 

In the evaluation session, the vast majority of our students hoped to be in the Alpha Culture rather than in the Beta Culture. I finally recognise the difficulty of mutual understanding between two entirely different cultures and the cultural bias we all have.

In short, it is essential for everyone to take their own initiatives to instil the message of the need for peace and conflict management. 

From4E(32) Cheng Wing Sum

This is an unforgettable experience in my school life. Before I went to Li Po Chun, I had never imagined live or study with different nationalities' people. After joining this camp, I discovered that there's no obvious difference, they are just live as human being. That means, we can live normally with them if we do not have bias.

  Actually, bias is the main point of the camp. If we do not have bias against others, disputes and conflicts can be lessened; if countries can throw away their bias, wars will not be a serious problem anymore. In an international school, we have to respect every countries and everyone. We should not measure a person just from first impression. Then we can really create a peaceful and wonderful world.

  I think it is so right for me to join this camp. They were not talking dull topics, but a deep-seated question; we do not just care for events among ourselves,  but the whole world. 

F.5

From 5E (42) Wong Yun Yi

Taking part in the LPC College English Camp was a precious experience. I feel grateful to have joined this activity. That day, we did a series of activities with the students at LPC College. The leading students were very enthusiastic and nice, and they always gave us kind guidance.
Most of the activities were related to the topic ‘conflict management’. I  enjoyed myself a lot in those activities. They also provided chances for me to know more about tackling conflicts, which is a very useful skill. In my opinion, the most interesting and impressive activity was the Labeling Game. In this game, since we didn’t know what kind of person we were, we had to listen to others carefully to guess it. It made me realize that it is important to pay attention to people’s responses and to consider their feelings when we are in a team. Therefore, I think I will rather try to put myself in others’ shoes than only think about myself in the future. 
Moreover, I tried to speak as much English as I can in the camp. I am more confident to speak English than before. I think the camp offered me a good opportunity to get more used to speaking English.
All in all, the LPC English Camp was a great eye-opener. It was really meaningful and worth joining. I would like to participate in such kind of activities again if there is a chance. 
From5E(44) Yip Lai Kwan

Honestly, in the beginning, I was not too interested in the visiting. But after visiting LPC College, I felt no regret, because the visit was very unforgettable.

When I had arrived at the LPC College, I saw a very distinctive view! The pictures on the wall were very colorful and representing different cultures. That was really dazzling my eyes!

After that, we had a look around the college. I saw that there were many different kinds of classrooms. For instance, chemistry room, physic room, language room etc. That was really new to me!

We went to a hall to watch a presentation. The topic of the presentation was “Conflicts”. The presenters were the students in LPC College. I thought their performances were full of profundities. It was really inspirited me to think deeply about conflicts. And I had learnt that how important of communications. Sometimes because we communicate too little, so misunderstandings produced. Therefore, communicate well before you think a person is wrong.

Then, we were distributed into 4 groups with 4 student leaders. They were all very nice, very thoughtful and very handsome or pretty(! The games they led us to play were also very fun, meaningful and educational. Through the games, I had learnt that we can’t label everybody. We need to treat the people around us with an objectivity heart.

In the afternoon, we had a very rich lunch at the canteen. That was a buffet! You could choose different dishes as you like. Chinese rice, English hamburger, French bread and Japanese cold cuts etc. There were really many choices for us to choose our favorite match of dishes. Even the atmosphere in the canteen was very special that I enjoyed having lunch with different friends from different countries.

After the perfect buffet lunch, we had the last but the most meaningful game. Through this game, I could totally learn a lot from it. We sometimes may think that the people who come from other countries are very “unusual” and “strange”. But all of us are living in a same Earth, living in a same world, so we no need to classify what is their citizenship. 

We are all human! So just put down your discrimination now, and make friends with different color around you!
Comments from the Careers Teachers

All the reflections are so interesting that it is difficult to judge who deserve the 3 T-shirts kindly presented by the Li Po Chun United World College “Initiative for Peace” Camp organizers. The assessment is also hard in view of the differences in their age groups.

Anyway, the three most in-depth reflections are (in the order their form):

From 3B(16) Wong Kar Shing

From 4B(19) Cheung Ming Chui
From 4B(39) Wong Ka Lee
Congratulations to all these writers. Each piece is so reflective.

