Library “September” New Additions and Recommendations

Title: The Fabric of the Cosmos
Author: Greene, Brian

Accession Number: E011161

Call number: 523.1 / GRE

How did the universe get started and develop? Could there be others? What is the nature of space and time? These questions have engaged thinkers of many civilizations for thousands of years, giving rise to religious faiths, myths, superstitions and philosophies, and eventually to science. Their hold on people's imaginations is as strong as ever. The tools for answering them, both the technical instruments available for the needed observations and the physical theories within which to frame any convincing explanations, have changed over the years, and ''The Fabric of the Cosmos,'' by Brian Greene, ably presents the latest relevant astronomical data as well as the current paradigms to help us make sense of them.
(The New York Times Book Review)

Title: The End of History and the Last Man 

Author: Fukuyama, Francis

Accession Number: E011160

Call number: 901 / FUK

Ever since its first publication in 1992, The End of History and the Last Man has provoked controversy and debate. Francis Fukuyama's prescient analysis of religious fundamentalism, politics, scientific progress, ethical codes, and war is as essential for a world fighting fundamentalist terrorists as it was for the end of the Cold War. Now updated with a new afterward, The End of History and the Last Man is a modern classic.
(Simon & Schuster Review)
Title: The Elegant Universe

Author: Greene, Brian

Accession Number: E011207

Call number: 530.1 / GRE

In this refreshingly clear book, Brian Greene, a leading string theorist, relates the scientific story and the human struggle behind the search for the ultimate theory. String theory, as the author vividly describes, reveals a vision of the universe that is sending shock waves through the world of physics. Thrilling and revolutionary ideas such as new dimensions hidden within the fabric of space, black holes transmuting into elementary particles, rips and punctures in the space-time continuum, gigantic universes interchangeable with minuscule ones, and a wealth of others are playing a pivotal role as physicists use string theory to grapple with some of the deepest questions of the ages. With authority and grace, The Elegant Universe introduces us to the discoveries and the remaining mysteries, the exhilaration and the frustrations of those who relentlessly probe the ultimate nature of space, time, and matter
( The Publisher Review)

Title: Super Sensational Science Fair Projects

Author: Dispezio, Michael A.

Accession Number: E011172

Call number: 507 / DIS

Do you want to make your science fair project stand out from the others? This book can surely help you. Super Sensational Science Fair Projects is more than a list of projects. It is a learning adventure. By doing any of these experiments, you will not only find out how to think like a scientist, you will also have a great time satisfying your curiosity. Are you ready? Let’s start our new journey!

Title: CHINA: The Balance Sheet
Author: Bergsten, C. Fred

Accession Number: E011099

Call number: 951.05 / BER

This is an excellent study of the outlook for Chinese national development and the likely future configurations of East Asian relations. The contributors have at their command the resources of two of Washington's leading think tanks, the Center for Strategic and International Studies and the Institute for International Economics. The result is a systematic review of both the positive and the negative features of Chinese development -- and thus an objective balance sheet of China's prospects. They anchor their study more in the realm of economics than politics, and some of their facts and figures are startling. For example, they report that "today's China has over 390 million mobile phone subscribers, 111 million Internet users, 285,000 officially registered nongovernmental organizations and some 140 million migrants on the move in search of economic opportunity." The main thrust of the analysis is that diversity has replaced the monolithic system that Mao Zedong created. There are, therefore, many Chinese -- rural and urban, wealthy and poor, educated and illiterate, international and isolated. The contributors expect that U.S. influence is likely to decline in the years ahead as Asian states become more assertive. They offer thoughtful suggestions for how Washington should deal with an emerging China. They make a convincing case that prudent U.S. policies can make the arrival of a new Asian superpower a peaceful development -- and reduce the threat of conflict.

(Reviewed by Lucian W. Pye, Foreign Affairs, September/October 2006)
